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THE REFLECTION OF EDUCATION IN
GEORGE ORWELL'S ANIMAL FARM

Dr. Arun Jadhav
Associate Professor and Head
Department of English, Yashawantrao Chavan College, Islampur
Mob. : 9421225287
Introduction:

Animal Farm is George Orwell's most popular and enduring masterpiece in which he tried
to fuse the political, educational and artistic principles into one whole. On a larger scale, the
novel is viewed as an allegory for the rise and decline of socialism in the Soviet Union and the
emergence of the totalitarian regime of Joseph Stalin. However, Orwell's intention of attacking
communism and totalitarian was not only confined to Stalin but it had the universal appeal.
Besides a critique of a particular political philosophy and practice, it can be studied as a critique
the educational system of the day. The present paper aims to focus the manifestation of the
contemporary education throughout the novel. The novel depicts the fusion of his ideology about
the politics of education and the artistic strength through beast fable.

The novel starts with the meeting of the animals on Manor Farm in which Old Major, an
ageing boar, gives a rousing speech urging his fellow animals to get rid of their tyrannical human
master and rely on their own efforts to make their lives happy and comfortable. He suggests to
rebel against man to get freedom and happiness. As per his advice, the animals revolt against
their human master and drive the irresponsible Mr. Jones from the farm and rename it as
‘Animal Farm'. After gaining victory over Mr. Jones, the animals look forward to a society where
all animals are equal and live without the threat of oppression. Soon, they design the unalterable
laws in the form of the seven commandments for their equality, prosperity and happiness. These
seven commandments provide the major structural basis for the rest of the fable.

After the revolution, the farm is run under the leadership of two learned pigs, Snowball
and Napoleon and all animals live without the threat of oppression. But soon the pigs start to
spoil the seven commandants. They suppose themselves more learned and educated than other
animals. So instead of working, they only supervise the work of the other animals and begin to
assume more power. They adjust the rules to suit their own needs. All the animals except pigs
worked hard to produce maximum grain. Every Sunday, the animals hold the democratic meeting
and Snowball establishes new policies for the collective good.

Napoleon and Snowball are friends, but they disagree on several issues. In order to get
supreme power they struggle and finally Napoleon succeeds to chase Snowball off the farm. In
the absence of Snowball, Napoleon declares himself as a leader of the animals and makes several
changes in the routine work. He cuts the rations of animals and orders them to work on Sunday
afternoons. Due to hard work and less ration the animals suffer greater than they had under
Mr. Jones. The pigs impose more control while reserving privileges for themselves. They rewrite
history, villainize Snowball and glorify Napoleon. Like Napoleon, other pigs become 'more equal
than others’. All the animals except pigs suffer greatly due to lack of education. In the mean
time many animals age and die. Animal Farm, thus, ends with the majority of the animals in the
same position as in the beginning of the story: oppressed under a corrupt and brutal governing
system. All their lofty ideas on social equality melt into thin air.

The Politics of Education:

In the novel the pigs play the role of the intelligentsia. They organized and controlled
the revolution. In the first chapter of novel, Old Major (an ageing boar) is seen the most
intelligent animal on the farm. He rouses his fellow animals to rebel against man. But after
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revolution, the pigs seize power because they are the most learned animals. From the beginning,
the pigs used learning to read and write fo their advantage. They study in secret, and then
reveal that they know how to read and write. They also tell the animals that because of this
secret education they are able to convey what Old Major knows best. Although the pigs do allow
some animals to learn to read, they never get very far. Although the other animals did learn fo
read some, the pigs made sure that the education was reserved mostly for them. As a result
most of the education and the power remain with the pigs. In this way, they are able to control
the animals and prevent the farm from belonging to everyone. Here George Orwell directly links
the access of power to access of education
Napoleon is the most powerful boar on the farm. He used education fo cement his power.
He believed that the pigs should be the most educated so that they could keep the other
animals subservient. Sometimes the work was hard; but the pigs were so clever that they could
think of a way round every difficulty. Orwell quotes: “The pigs did not actually work, but
directed and supervised the others. With their superior knowledge, it was natural that they
should assume the leadership” (25). Being more educated than other animals they took the
maximum benefits. For instance, the used to drink milk and eat apples and propagated:
Our sole object in taking these things is to preserve our health. Milk and apples
contains substances absolutely necessary to the well being of a pig. We pigs are
brain workers. The whole management and organizations on this farm depends on
us. Day and night we were watching over your welfare. It is for your sake we
drink that milk and ate those apples. Do you know what would happen if we pigs
failed in our duty? Jones would come back!(32).

Here we find that pigs, as the pigs are educated and intelligent, they are getting maximum

benefits of the work of others’. They consider themselves as brain workers and blackmail other

animals to get benefits.

Boxer is seen more interested in educating animals. He formed the several committees
such as "Egg Production Committee:, Reeducation Committee,” Clean Tails League”, "Reading and
Weriting Classes” etc. Due to the Reading and Writing Classes, almost every animal on the farm
was literate in some degree. As for the pigs, they could already read and write perfectly.
Napoleon took no interest in Snowball's committees. He is seen more interested in educating new
animals. His belief that “the education of the young was more important than anything that
could be done for those who were already grown up” is just another way of saying that
indoctrination of the new generation is the key to building and consolidating power in the future.
When he takes possession of the litter of puppies to be "educated,” he is in fact training them
to be personally loyal to him. Napoleon's interest in education is motivated by self interest and
ambition, not by a desire to do well. The only education that really matters to Napoleon is
making sure that the sheep are brain washed into being his propaganda, speaking so loudly that
they drown out any doubters. He also teaches the puppies to be his security force. His other
goal is to teach the animals that he is always right, and he is in charge, and not to mess with
him. Soon, the animals are all under his control and there is little difference between the farm
under the pigs' rule and the farm under the men.

Orwell makes it clear that education and power are linked in Animal Farm. The majority
of power resides with the pigs who know how to read and write. The other animals are told that
it is not important for them fo be educated as the pigs will do the thinking for all of them. In
this, Orwell is clearly demonstrating how power can be used to create a setting in which those
who have it are able to be in the position of power over others. At the same fime, Orwell
demonstrates how the lack of education creates a condition of powerlessness amongst the other
animals. Consider that Boxer, the strongest on the farm and most respected, keeps striving to
want to learn the entire alphabet in his retirement and that Clover, the one animal who is able to
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reach out to everyone, is not able to read. In this dynamic, one sees how education is kept away
in order to consolidate the power of those who are in the positions of power. Orwell is zealous
about the idea that when education is used by the masses, a challenge and threat to the existing
power structure is evident. It is for this reason that Orwell constructs education remaining
amongst the powerful and elite, to prevent the masses from having it

Conclusion:

Towards the end of the novel, Orwell writes: “All animals are equal but some animals are
more equal than others” (114). From this single statement we can fell quite a bit about Orwell's
views on education which he puts across strongly throughout the novel. This statement makes it
clear that everyone has the right to an education but some people were getting a better education
than others at the time. Better education makes man powerful where as lesser education enslaves
man. When the masses gets less or minimum education, it becomes quite easier to rule them and
this is the message that Orwell wants to demonstrate through this beast fable. So the novel
Animal Farm is regarded as a critique on the education.
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