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RACT:

The present century is pre-  emunently  suitable  for studies in
ative literature. The purpose of such study is to discover common areas
4 by the writers in different literamres. It discovers the common areas
d by the variows writers in different literatures, and points out certain
bl ) in some respect between them. So, comparative literature has
consudered as a link between the writers in different literatures. One can
size the qualities of a work more effectively by comparing it to other
s in different languages. In fact, comparative literature examines literary
i more than one language through an investigation of contrasts, analogy,
wence or influence and points owt literary relations and communication
een nwo or more groups that speak different languages. In the present

wch article an attempt has been made to explain the nature, sources and motives of the comparative study of
diure

YWORDS : literary relations and communication study of literature.

INTRODUCTION: -

The present century is pre- cminently suitable for studies in comparative literaturef. T‘hﬂe purpose of such
by 15 to discover common areas shared by the writers in different literatures. Comparative ‘l‘uemmre discovers
b common areas shared by the varnous writers in different lileramres:, and points out certain re.scmblm_\c_es in
it respect between them. So, comparative literature has been consn@ercd as a hnky bew_aeen the writers in
ferey Jetatures. In fact, the process of comparison is the natural funciion of reason. Ti:ve:tx i our everyday life
ipanson 15 implicit in our response and behavior. hf thus, seems 10 be‘a ?0’:__11!::1 an? mcwtahl;mepﬁ;ﬂ -l’“ic"‘»‘?'s:
e, the :itudy of appreciatign of Literature ig.a_s’ﬁnse;l? always compamttvu-. e present research amicle attempts
“iplain the nature, scope and motives of the comparavve study of literature.

g S AR : .r_ ] o "[‘URE: i
ATURE OF COMPARATIVE LI T%ﬁ;t term “Comparative literature’, it s better 10 go through some of the

de e ; View i _ J YL
miliar i;::;::\d::)w:o i%:t ﬂ{:‘:;:f -l Discriminations: Further concepls of criticism Rene Wellek remarks:

be tenm tive hiterature’ has given rise t0 50 much discussion, has been interpreted so differently and
‘tomparative bt e A EN Thot, R62 iaeh _
ﬂ?d““??pl'cled 13 frc‘luw i

be o useful 10 examine its history and to attempt to distinguish its
;an we hope 1o define its exact scope and content (1).
mparative lierature’. His starting point to the concept of the

the word ‘Comparative’ Rene Wellek says:
. obhiviously derived from Latin “Comparativas’. 1t is used by
il as “the most comparative, mscalliest, sweet young prince,

.Qs.
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I ; T . . . s : i
T ¢ s the term the capion of “A Comparative Discoy )
e | 59%. uses the term in i F WSCOurSe of e E};@._

Meres, as carly e
aun and Hahan poets (2

of the hstory. the worc

Jranues
wath the Greek, [

If we think
ceventeenth and erg
William Fullback's
Auimals ete. However,
rene Wellek Quaotes | - ’
Hend Here the main wdea 1s fully fl_)ﬂﬂlll;’lic-.i. but the \;nmhu];l]lnu cCompanive hl(‘ﬂl!ltrc ﬂw“‘“m%: .I
for the first time only m a letter by Matthew Arnold in 1848, where he says: ‘How plain it s i,
ot ‘ ' ht have mstructed anyone of i, that Fygy

| “Comparative 0ccurs i the ttle of the several books
Rene Wellek has quoted the titles of some of these %‘
of the Laws, John Gregory's 4 Comparative gw%:%

hteenth century WiErs

A Comparative Discoursi _ =]
we do not get the reference of the combination “comparabive hiemture' iy ""%ﬁ*
e Y 5

s |

sention to the comparative hileratures, for the last hifty vears nug
4 certain sense far behind the Continent (3) ; , i
But this was a povate fetter not pubbshed nll 1895, and 'an{.‘df'iﬂ:‘f'(-' l"l‘f&l:lﬁ brere hardly ot
comparable’. In English the decisive use was that of Hutcheson Macaulay ’“-““‘-‘"-_[m‘“c"-_“‘ An mrk*ﬁ
scrence of comparative bierature”. clanmed to have first stated and Hustrated the lflc!ltttd and ;H*lt;c;pl;a g.g?@*
ccience. and to have been the first to do so not only i Britssh Lmpire but m the “‘m[dj ﬂhwmﬂyﬁ
preposterous; even if we Tt ‘comparative hierature’ to the specific ""t"'"""!:5_‘["'-‘-“"‘3" gave to it The i"‘iﬂﬂﬁh
cannot be discussed in 1solation from analogous werms i France and Genmany {3} G s
The term *comparative literature” has been defined by vanous wrters and scholars diﬁcn.-*ﬁ? wmj,
vellek has quoted some of the defimtions of “comparative hterature’. At first he quotes the dt‘fulﬁltﬁ‘_i_ ﬂ'i
Tieghem, a French cntic: “The object of comparative hterature is essentially the study of diverse htemlm}gg
relations with one another™ (1970:15). Secondly, he quotes Guyard and 1. M. Carre:
Guyard in his handbook, which follows Van Tiechem closely in doctrine and contents, calls t‘tulnmmliwm
succmetly “the history of intemational Hterary relations” and 1. M. Carre in his preface to Guyard, calls i “tﬁ
of literary history, it is the study of spiritual mtemational relations, of factual contacts which took place ben
Byron and Pushkin, Goethe and Carlyle. Walter Scott and Vigny, between the works, the mspirations ;md.e?
lives of writers belonging to several literatures { 1970:16).
In addition to the definitions mentioned above there are other attempts 1o define the natore and €9
comparative hterature by adding something specific to the narrow defimition. Rene Wellek quotes mm*ﬂ
definitions and says, “Less arbitrary and more ambitious is the recent attempt by H. H. H. Remak o expi
defimuion of comparative literature. He calls it “the study of literature beyond the confines of one pa
country, and the study of relationships between the literature on one hand and other areas of knowledye andt
such as the arts, philosophy, history, the social sciences, the sciences, religion ete. on the other hand.” ( l‘}?.(_li}":!
; In the words of Wellek himself we can understand clearly the nature of the term ‘cumpnmtjve'lifﬁiﬁ
According to him, the ‘w'ew ‘cqlxlpamﬁ ve _Ii!cmlmc’ has been propounded and defined by its perspechive and |
r ‘)er th.an b_w,i any cxrct_lmscnbcd parution within literature. It will study all literature from an itbit;‘m&
perspective, ‘\Vlti'l a consciousness of the unit of all literary creation and experience. In this coneeption -‘_wmﬁ
literature is identical with the study of literature independent of linguistic, ethnic. and political boundaric
explaning the methods of comparative literature, he says: ' e SR
It cannot be couﬁnci_:l to a single method: description, characterization, interpretation, narvation, ex
evaluation are used in its discourse just as much as comparison. Nor can comparison be con '
contacts. There may be as the experience of recent linguistic should teach literary scholars, as much val

comparing Phenomena such as languages or genres historic: it T
z ’ o storically unrelated as in studying influences di
from evidence of reading or parallels. (1970:19) Yig inuemces disch

The above discussion of the tern

fined to actual hisic

countnes. It would alsg 'S regarding the forms or trends in the works of the w

the world 1o discover th > 1 Sne ARtiorin handling a centain liter;
the term “com S - ty in diversity fi ; !
, rative liter ’ 2 : Y tor gettin :
literatiires rempstmjn :lleramre can be stnctly used when taken iflo . (ﬁlﬂglml
£ @ separate language and different national i onsiderati

> 1on,
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oo of Literature (1956) Rene Wellek and A“SIM

e e qudy of literature. ACC“““"E 1o them: armren have discussed th :
I;l comP l‘ih e ‘comparalive hiterature has covered and still con i
PR ¢ i
first, the study of oral literature, ¢

1

Crs rather distinct f;
1elds of styg
Y and

" ache® i may meant speciall
; ne- £ w have : A S LR ST Y faily o
. !“"'Nﬁ, ~dwhen they have c_:mercldl *highm » arustic’ hiterature. Thyg ¢ f folk-tale themes angd thej
et P branch of learning w mch s only in pant occupied wih ﬂcif;?fm"blﬂm can be rd'egate;
tic facts, since it sty
o SHICE 1 studies 1
e

i costumes and customs, superstitions a
ihe study of oral literature is an integral o

L4
wen works, and there has been and

it i ml\k‘:‘“‘ J .
L s folk nd 100ls, as well ac :
ft of liters Wer as ils aris. We
Herary scholarsh el

still is continuous inte _OB'SE;;nr 1l cannof be
faction between ora) ang

view that
oody of wn

-

(104647)

. 1:\1:[,1_?[‘:5(553
of sources and influences has importance i comparative
'hlt‘h can
d Warren :
us celationships between works of art — sources and inf]
stimte 3 staple of tradmona! sch‘olarshlp. The establishment of hle.ra.havt; een treated most
jy 8 most jmiportant preparation for the writing of literary history. If, g ".:.ahf’“s*“ps between
Eqglish poetry i the engh}eenlh century, 1t would be necessary m.kn::,wl;hlz; tiiaine
wenth-century poels 10 Spenser, Milton and D rydcn‘ A book like Raymond Haven's Mi;:lra l'tljilmnshlps
2 cenmally literary study. ac;umuiales impressive evidence for the inﬂuenct; of MUT i
ons of Milton held by eighteenth century poets but studying the texts and ﬁ s Gﬁlly
2 yzng the

. : lite imnkies 4
he defined as resemblance in style and structure m;g;u : dl.t d:“ph“ the study of
1 1dea between works. In

110 sk pbVi0
ad COF

5 i"&,fg{:‘li}s "
{-w.nh‘r\ ol E

{ if"r tuifﬂ 2
fe the .,"\piﬁl

and p:i!ﬂﬁClE
W elfek and Warren

(257-238).

were of the opinion that though there are some abuses of this method, it 15 a legitim

it he rejected. According to tht?m by_ a judicrous study of sources, it ts possible m‘.cs;ti:bz:is:g}lmw

N;a«:ii‘* They further point out: "‘hf’ relationship bet}veen two or more works of literature can be dism
_{_I‘f;h only when we see them 1n their proper place within the scheme of hiterary deve!apmem.' Reiatioashi

apehiianiy OH1L cal problem of comparing two holes, two configurations not to be bmiceu‘ mﬁ

 of art present 3 crify
liminary study™ (258). .

ygrmeen W
snents excepts for pre

dﬂ,&}e.”i aitiad
MOVEMENTS AND PERIODS: __
ovements and periods are equally important fields of comparative study of hterature. In
e Wellck and Warren say, “Theory of genre is a principle of order it classifies literature
o berary fistory pot by tme or place (pcnod or national .language] but by specifically literary types of
anytaiton Of sructures” (226). The theory involves the supposition that every work belongs to a particular kind,
o 5 cpic, drama lyric and prose. It is also used for the different categorics of the particular kinds mentioned
e 1 the literary history of modem period genre theory is clear ly description. [t doesn’t lumit ltu:uumhﬂrnf S
ible kinds and docsn’t prescribe rules to authors. It supposes that traditional kinds may be mixed and produced
L bind {like tragic-comedy)- The comparative study tries 10 find out the similarity lemnlhegenmw i
i fow by Aristotle o traditional genre theory and modern genre theory and establishes the relations between
fem i 4lso estabhshes the relationships between the various kinds of literary forms in different languages. In the
btk Theort of Lisramre Wellek and Warren point out: . gl N
T lustory of hterary genres and types offers another group of problems. But the p
sistle and. despite Croce's attempls to discredit the whole conception, we have many studis
4k theiry and themselves suggesting the theoretical insight necessary for t tracing of a
| Uemma of genve bustory is the dilemma of all history; i. ¢. in order 10 discover the sch
b ﬁ;gmlr)_wc must study the history; but we cannot .gmdy:_thg::g;;gt_p;y vithout
Wiy The history of genres is indubitably one of the mos{ p omising areas for

GENRES.
| ey genres, M
< pf hierary genres

M b W
; ol Lﬁﬂ}aar—aliw Literature

o mi i;t‘ motves of the study .ot';om'para,livé hlmtum can
N m‘fﬁ?..ltﬂhsxiquc; of analyzing work of art. On
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relations and €
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1nced view of literary Merit. Thirdly, literature cannol be studied a parate entity and mustbc%‘*c
balanced view Ot ;
relation to other hleratures.

ey,
i
aclensiyeg of wi
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Comparative litcrature aims at studymng different national traditions. A set of chyy
oM . RS B e

iraditions constitutes national character or spirit. The group of characteristics may not be foy

Tad > L >

but 1 a whole community in a country. In the study of comparative literature common and diffeen Aspect o
o 11| k : - : ; . ; . |
. mity can be considered in comparison with the common and different aspects in another country, TN%
conununity Rt ion reflected in the language and literature. 3
attempt ¢an be made to define the spint of nation reflec

In different language at different times, natural human phelmnle'noll has been the subject of H‘“‘m&
In spite of the common personage and or situation, eaf:h_ work can be an mdepe_ndem worl_c of art, The .
hiterary study considers the impact of translation. But it is hardly possible to point out the impact of the work gf,
upon another work of art. In this sense Rene Wellek points out that a work of art is never caused by j

of art. However, the study of impact or influence implies the study of analogy and tradition. Here analogy canl,
defined as resemblance in style and structure, mood and idea between works. _

(.(;N’C LUSION:

The comparative study seeks to find out the relations between genre, movements, periods, themes,
aesthetic elements in different literatures. It also leads to discovery and revaluation of great literary figures ofbug
countries. It takes note of particular social problems, philosophical conviction. political movements efc, becunr
these aspects undoubtedly influence literature. Of course, the basis of the comparative study of hiterana 3
nationalism. In comparative study one can draw similarities and parallels between the works of art in differen
languages. But it is very difficult to show that a particular work of art is caused by another work of art. It is poinis
out by Rene Wellek that the whole concept of comparative study is very often vitiated by narrow nationalism. it
his opimion. “Comparative literature surely wants to overcome national prejudices and provincialisms but does
therefore, ignore or minimize the existence and vitality of the different national traditions. We must beware of fas
and unnecessary choices: we need both national and general literature, we need both literary history and cnm

and we need the wide perspective which only comparative literature can give.”" In short comparative literary st
15 pursued in a spirit of intellectual curiosity.

REFERENCES
1) Rene Wellek: Discriminations: F urth

er concepls of criticism, (1 970)
y )W ellek and Warren: Theory of L '

iterature. (1956)

Dr. Arun Murlidbar Jadhay e
M. A., M. Phil,, Ph. D. , Associate
Dist. - Sangli ( M.S.India)

Professor, Y. C., Cnliege.lsiampm 4 Tnl-Wa]wa,

Scanned by CamScanner



Certificate of Publication

International Recognition Research Journal

g

;li
o

Y

s s m‘r::f_:—r that our editorial. advisory and review board accepted Research Paper L_Tf Dr. /Shri./[Smt.: Hrun

ht
) ; - »
b CResearch GDirections

ortidhar Jathar Fopic:-The Narure SAnd lotives Of Comparative Studp Of Lgerature. College:-Y. C. College,
Telampur - al - Walwa, Dist. — Sangli (CAM.S.India). The Research paper is Original & Smovative it is Done

Double “Blind Feer Reviewed, Your GArticle is Published in the SNonth gf CAlarch Year 2018

‘ Authornized Signature
b Add: 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur-413005, Maharashtra ‘
india Contact: +91-217-2372010 / +91-9595-359-435
) Website: Website: www.Ibp.world S P ! ajqurnu

E{;IKOT n-Chaef g“
Q4

7

o)

Scanned by CamScanner




