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Reole of Fair in Thomss Hurdy’s TheMdayor of Casterbridge snd pesshmism
Dr. Mangnl Vishay Londhe
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Pessimism depicts the darker side of the hife. Thomes Hanly is o pessimistic writer. TheMayorof
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ity has slso tended to disorient readers and diamay critics. writes

defunce of probebsiity
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the movel is Micheel Henchard and his wife Susan went to Weydon Priros. They had a daughter named
Elizsbeth Jane. That day was & fisir day. Michae| Henchard wa & hey-trussér. The hey-trusser family proceed to
_ ) fair field Many bundreds of horses and ships were in the fair. The auction of few inferior animals were

started.
Yet the crowd was desser now than during the more jourac ymen
out for a holiday, & stray soldier or two home on furiough,
village shopkeepers, and like. having latterly flocked in; persons
whose activities found & congemal ficld among the peep-shows,
men who travelled for the public good themble-niggers,
mick-nack vendors, and readers of Fate. (p.n.4)

In the fair there was furmity-shop. *Good Furmuty Sold Here’. Henchard went there. Susan hked that
furmity and happy with thought of nounshment afier a long hard day. But man had never tasted it. The young
man and woman ordered the fumity. The woman described it as a proper food and also described its prepamtion
with help of the food grains. The man found the concoction, and more satisfaction with the drink But the wife

Mwhpom&nguimmm.ThmﬂdmﬁﬁsnﬂMhemmdm&

had lost all his money in drinking but he proceed further with his deed. He decided 10 sell his wife for more
drinking. Auction took place and a sailor. Richard Newson bought Susan and her daughter for five pounds. This
incident completes the pessimistic side of the fair. Newson took both of them and went to the city. On the next
& vhen Henchard realized his mistake he decided to search them— s

The picaresque journey of the Henchard changed his life and he became the Mayor of the city

Casterbridge. But through his travelling from place to place he always remembered his mad sell of his wife and

il

daughter. He met Donald Farfrac his another friend. He told him sbout the fair. the dark story of his life. Donald —~

helped him but aficrword he became the next Mayor the city Casterbridge. The story of the fair again created
bad luck for the protagonist. Henchard. The furmity woman revealed the secret of the mad sell of the wife and
daughter by the protagonist for the furmity. This secret made decline in the life of Henchard and turned his fate.
A hey-russer became a businessman. then the Mavor. then a prestigious person in the city, afterword
again his decline brought him in the village as a hev-trusser. s tragic flaw was the sell of his wife and
daughter for the furmity in the fuir. The fair culture of the auction made his mind 1o sell his wife. hlhtﬂ_@ﬁ‘
ome festival is described. In this festnval Donald Darfrae realized his love for Ehzabeth Jane.
Fair is the representation of rustic life. |air represents Wessex life which is l..hnngelcxsl'lﬁ{éiaﬂa
ively realistic. The droll remarks and their wisecrachs convey a whole down-to-carth philosophy of life.
Mayor of Casterbridge, Ilardy is dealing with Wessex countryside. He animated Casterbridge wath
-8 al of the Wessex ways of life. therefore (Tows into it and shapes its character. =




